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 “I vividly recall that soft September Sunday afternoon, nearly thirty years ago, when I first heard the shapes sung at Morning Star. It was Old 
Folks Day and  . . .  Quay Smathers had built 63 feet of tables under the oaks in front of the church. The good folks of Dutch Cove, morning services 
over, had, as if by some strange coincidence, brought exactly 63 feet of food to share. Later, with the eating all done and the food put away, they rang the 
church bell and the old folks, and young folks, climbed into the choir loft to sing the shapes at Morning Star. . . .”
 Twenty-one years have passed since I wrote those words for the 1994 Folk Heritage reprint of William Walker’s 1873 edition of the 
Christian Harmony. Some things have changed. Some have not.  More than 50 years have now passed since I first sang with Quay Smathers. 
Quay has gone on to teach the shapes to the choir in the Church Triumphant. But, this coming second Sunday in September, at the 125th 
Old Folks Day at Morning Star United Methodist Church in Dutch Cove, near Canton, NC, folks will gather. They will eat well . . .  and they 
will sing.  Yes, they will sing. 
 There are, as there has been for many years, two contemporary traditions of Christian Harmony singing. This book represents a con-
tinuation of the practice of singing from William Walker’s 1873 second edition using reprints published in the Carolinas. It is unrevised and 
continues to use the original shaped note system devised by its author.  The other tradition uses the 2010 Christian Harmony edition, pub-
lished in Georgia. Tunes removed in earlier editions have been restored and the 2010 book is freshly typeset and easy to sing from. It does not 
use the original Walker shape note system, having adopted the Aiken shape note system along with major revisions in the 1950s. 
  Why then, other than a shortage of Walker books, do another reprint? Our goals are both preservationist and practical.  It is our desire to 
preserve a living tradition of singing from the last edition that Walker personally edited before his death. It is our hope to extend a nearly 150-
year unbroken tradition  of  singing the Walker shapes in the region where they were first sung.  It is our wish to provide a special book to the 
shaped-note community. It is our dream to offer books for dedicated Walker book singings, both old and new. We have sought out the best 
originals available to us and created fresh scans. We have sought to balance enhanced readability while maintaining an appearance as close as 
possible to the original. We consider this effort to be complementary to other editions and in no way competitive. I will close with another 
revised quote from my preface to the 1994 Folk Heritage reprint:
 “... There is something special in the human heart that allows us to rise beyond what we are as mortals. . . . Sometimes it’s when we raise our 
voices in ancient open harmonies, singing music that flows in lines and stands upright in vertical chords.  I believe there is magic in music. Music trans-
ports and allows us to recognize the beauty and the connectivity of the mortal and the immortal. Within this book, look for words, for notes, for pages and 
ink, but look for more. . . .  A new generation has taken up the book, and, to paraphrase the Prophet Joel, the old folks, (and I now include myself in this 
number) will dream dreams and the young people will have visions. . . .”. and they will sing. Oh yes, they will sing.
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